
Wright's CoeƯicient 

T HE following chart is provided to clear up any misconceptions or lack of clarity about 
Wright's coeƯicient of inbreeding. 

"Because the degrees of inbreeding vary, it is desirable to have some standard measure by 
which it can be determined. Wright's coeƯicient, the one most commonly used, is as 
follows." ** 

Fx=∑(12)n+n′+1(1+FA)Fx=∑(21)n+n′+1(1+FA) 

where 

 FxFx = coeƯicient of inbreeding of the animal X 

 nn = number of generations from the sire of X back to some ancestor common to 
both sire and dam 

 n′n′ = number of generations from the dam of X back to that same common ancestor 

 ∑∑ = summation of the separate contributions of each diƯerent common ancestor 

 FAFA = coeƯicient of inbreeding of the common ancestor (A) when that animal is 
itself inbred 

 


